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Introduction

"KHWANDANI-HA:" being the fifth of a series of its kind by the
writer, includes a number of topics of common interests in literature, history,
Sufism, etc. to those interested in Dari Language and especially people of
Afghanistan origin living away from their native land.

This brief introductory note in English is meant to serve as a hint to the
readers, of the contents of the book and to provoke interest towards further
studies of the contents of the book.

"Dari" is a soft spoken, sweet language, originated and developed for
thousands of years in Afghanistan. This language is one of the two most
commonly spoken languages of our country and is widely known outside of
Afghanistan as, Persian, Farsi, and Tajeki.

Afghanistan, during the course of history, was known as Ariana and
Iriana, meaning the land of Aryans (covering the vast land of Khorasan, i.e.
Herat, Nishapoor, Bakhteria "Balkh", Bokhara, Takharistan, Badakhshan,
Samagan, Ghorat, Bamyan, as well as the great Sistan to include Neemroze,
zamindawer Arakozia "Kandahar", Zabulistan "Ghazneen, Qalat & Quetta",
Kabulistan, Parwan, Peshawar, and Kashmir, PLUS Persia).

Our country, which was also referred to by the western world as East Iran
was named to Afghanistan in early 19th century. This name was previously
utilized to identify some eastern parts of the land of Aryans.

M. Yunus Aini
Burnaby, BC, Canada
99nd of October, 2000
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